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Ocean Accounting, much more than ecosystem accounting



Ocean Accounting - Origins

1992: SNA not 
accounting for 
natural inputs to 
economy  SEEA 
Central Framework

2010: SEEA Central 
Framework not 
accounting for non-
owned assets and 
ecosystem services 
 SEEA Ecosystem 
Accounting

2017: together, SNA, 
SEEA-CF, SEEA-
EEA not addressing 
ocean economy, 
sustainable use of 
the ocean  ocean 
accounts
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Ocean accounts – Main components (in tables and maps)

SEEA – Central Framework

SEEA - Ecosystems

SNA



What do we do? (see References)

• Global Ocean Accounts Partnership (GOAP)
– High Level Panel for a Sustainable Ocean Economy (GOAP is Action Coalition)
– Three global dialogues; 100+ statisticians, scientists, policy experts
– 19 members (governments, research institutes)
– For Terms of Reference: see https://www.oceanaccounts.org/

• Fisheries & Oceans Canada/Statistics Canada: Ocean Accounts Pilot
– Improving ocean economy statistics
– Integrating ocean ecosystem data (especially seagrass and eelgrass)
– Compiling bibliography of data and research (coding to framework)

• International community
– Pilot studies also in Australia, China, Malaysia, Samoa, Thailand, Vietnam…
– SEEA Ocean for 2023
– Contributing to Decade of Ocean Science; SCBD Global Biodiversity Framework…
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Conclusions

• To better address ocean sustainability
– Ocean accounting aims to bring coherence to a fragmented 

field
• By bringing convergence among concepts and 

classifications
• By applying international standards
• and by opening opportunities for linking individual 

research areas
– Maybe accountants can save the ocean
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(https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zuuH3kW2amM)
– Second Global Dialogue on Ocean Accounts (April 20, 2021) recording: 
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